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A Treatise on the Law of Naturalization of the United States. 
By Frederick Van Dyne. Washington, Frederick Van Dyne ; 
New York, The Lawyers' Cooperative Publishing Company, 1907. 
— xviii, 528 pp. 

Mr. Van Dyne was for many years the principal authority in the 
Department of State upon questions of citizenship and naturalization. 
In 1904 he published a volume on Citizenship of the United States, 
to which the present work is intended by the author " as a companion 
volume." He states that this 

work is specially designed to meet the needs of judges and clerks of courts 
having jurisdiction in naturalization matters, of United States attorneys who 
appear for the government in naturalization proceedings and in proceedings 
to set aside or cancel ..aturalization certificates, of diplomatic and consular 
officers and other officers in the various branches of the government service 
dealing with questions relating to citizenship and naturalization. 

We are told in the preface that the ' ' numerous modifications of our 
laws, and the lack of any comprehensive work on the subject of 
naturalization have influenced the writer " to prepare an independent 
treatise. The first naturalization act was passed by Congress in 1790. 
The qualifications for admission to citizenship prescribed by this act 
have remained substantially the same, barring the short period in which 
the act of 1797 was in force, and the method of administration which 
it prescribed remained practically unchanged until the sweeping modi- 
fications enacted in 1906 and 1907. The changes in the conditions 
which have necessitated a change in the method of administering our 
naturalization laws are mentioned by the author. The population has 
increased from less than four millions to nearly eighty-seven millions. 
Our policy then was to encourage immigration ; now it needs no en- 
couragement. The lax and unsatisfactory administration of the natur- 
alization law which took place during this period offered opportunities 
for fraud, forgery, false impersonation and traffic in false and counter- 
feit certificates of citizenship. 

In the preparation of his work, Mr. Van Dyne has brought together 
a large number of the decisions of the courts and a larger number of 
the state department rulings. He has also taken note of the decisions 
made by international commissions. He describes the various methods 
of becoming a naturalized citizen and discusses in much detail the normal 
method of obtaining citizenship papers now made necessary by the addi- 
tional requirements of the law of 1906. He outlines this process with 
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minuteness, setting forth not only the requirements of the law with refer- 
ence to the applicant, but also the duties which are imposed upon the 
courts granting such papers, as well as upon the new Bureau of Immigra- 
tion and Naturalization. Other chapters discuss the question of natur- 
alization by the naturalization of the parent, naturalization by marriage 
and collective naturalization, including naturalization by conquest, by 
treaty, by special act of Congress and by admission of territory to 
statehood. Two chapters are devoted to expatriation and passports 
and there is a concluding chapter setting forth the attitude of various 
foreign governments toward their citizens who have become naturalized 
citizens of the United States and have returned to their native juris- 
dictions. The book may be adversely criticised for its somewhat 
defective organization, the long quotations from documents and cases 
and the failure to give a list of the cases cited. 

An appendix contains all the laws of the United States relating to 
naturalization and expatriation, the naturalization conventions to which 
the United States is a party, recent executive orders of the president 
based upon the expatriation law of 1907, the naturalization regulations 
of the Department of Commerce and Labor and a list of foreign 
countries and their rulers. 

Henry B. Armes. 
Washington, D. C. 

The Province of Burma. By ALLEYNE IRELAND. Boston and 
New York, Houghton, Mifflin and Company, 1907. — Two volumes : 
xxi, xvi, 1023 pp. 

These are the first volumes of a series entitled Report on Colonial 
Administration in the Far East, foreshadowed by the same author's 
book on The Far Eastern Tropics, to which the undersigned gave some 
consideration in a general discussion of recent Philippina that was 
printed in this journal two years ago.' In 1901 Mr. Ireland was com- 
missioned by the University of Chicago to visit the colonial possessions 
of Great Britain, Holland and France which are situated in that por- 
tion of the world where the Philippine Islands lie and which present 
similar problems, racially and otherwise, and to prepare a set of com- 
parative reports on the government of these possessions and of the 
Philippines. Mr. Ireland spent some two years (1902-1904) in visit- 
ing, for the first time, Hongkong, British North Borneo, Sarawak, 

1 Vol. xxi, page 288. 



